Landholder’s Guide to
Habitat Protection and Conservation
The Habitat Protection and Conservation Project is supported by Port Phillip and Westernport
CMA through funding from the Australian Government’s Caring for our Country

The Habitat Protection and Conservation Project
Over the past 100 years there has been a sharp decline in many of Victoria’s native animal
species. Loss of habitat through clearing, bushfire and timber harvesting has created small
and often isolated patches of remnant vegetation that are unable to support many species.
Core protected native habitat areas like National Parks are not enough alone to protect
endangered species. It is critical that habitat in the areas surrounding and linking these
core areas is also protected and improved.
The Habitat Protection and Conservation (HPAC) project

This area is made up of a range of landscapes from

is a landscape scale project that aims to protect and

remnants of forest, woodland, heathland, mangroves

conserve some of our region’s most vulnerable native

and coastal mudflats to land used for agriculture, market

species. The Southern Brown Bandicoot, Leadbeater’s

gardening and viticulture.

Possum and Helmeted Honeyeater, which are currently
listed as Endangered under the Commonwealth

The project seeks to protect and conserve the three

Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act

endangered species and their habitat by:

1999 (EPBC Act), can all be found within the project area
and are the main focus of this project.

> managing threats to biodiversity
> protecting habitat

The project aims to support the community by funding

> increasing habitat

landholders to protect and improve habitat on private

> building the knowledge and capacity of landholders

land. The participation of local landholders in the project

and the community.

is critical to a successful outcome. The HPAC project area
covers the eastern side of the Port Phillip and Westernport
Region, stretching from Yellingbo in the Yarra Ranges to
Pearcedale in Casey and to Labertouche and Koo Wee

HELMETED HONEYEATER
Habitat critical to the survival of
the Helmeted Honeyeater includes
woodlands, forests and swamps.
The current wild population is confined
to a 5 kilometre length of streamside
remnant vegetation along two
streams within the Yellingbo Nature
Conservation Reserve. A second
population is being established in
Bunyip State Park, through release
of captive-bred birds from the
Healesville Sanctuary.
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Photo: Merrilyn Serong

Rup in Cardinia. (See map on pages 6–7)

LEADBEATER’S POSSUM
Leadbeater’s Possum is a small
tree-dwelling marsupial whose habitat
is primarily large old hollow trees
(either dead or alive) for nesting
and shelter, with dense surrounding
vegetation. They are primarily restricted
to the tall eucalypt forests of Mountain
Ash, Alpine Ash and Shining Gum in
the Central Highlands of Victoria.
There is also a small lowland
population occurring in the Yellingbo
Nature Conservation Reserve.

Opportunities for landholders
Property management improvements on one property in isolation can have benefits for biodiversity at the local level,
however working as part of a collaborative group or ‘cluster’ of landholders can help multiply the effectiveness of
individuals’ efforts. Collaboration between neighbouring landholders also provides an opportunity for knowledge
sharing and building community capacity. Collaboration between government, businesses, private landholders and
the community is critical to secure the long-term survival of biodiversity in the region.
Below is information on opportunities available to assist landholders.

Value to landholders

Funding for protection and improvement of native
vegetation on your property

Cash incentives available through the HPAC Project
are offered on a cost share basis, enabling landholders
to employ contractors to undertake work, whilst
contributing to the overall cost of works either through
cash, materials or your own labour.

Subsidised training on weed management

To effectively manage biodiversity, it is critical to
understand timing of weed control, correct use of
chemicals and how to integrate biodiversity into the
overall management of your property. These important
tools will assist you to improve farm productivity,
biodiversity and amenity on your property.

Landcare or ‘Friends’ Group

Landcare and ‘Friends’ Groups have a wealth of local
knowledge and are connected with networks that can
assist you with the works on your property. Interacting
with or joining a Landcare or ‘Friends’ Group is a great
way to learn and be part of a collaborative community
effort across the region.

SOUTHERN BROWN BANDICOOT
Southern Brown Bandicoots can
usually be found in coastal heathlands,
heathy woodlands and forests with
dense undergrowth. In the Port Phillip
and Westernport region they are
predominantly coastal and have a patchy
distribution. Current records show them
clustered around the Western Gippsland
Plain between Pearcedale, Cranbourne
and Labertouche.
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Landholder opportunities

Port Phillip & Westernport CMA | 3

What can a landholder do?
Manage threats
to biodiversity
A large proportion of the
vegetation that forms potential
habitat for our endangered
species is found on private
land. These remnants of
native vegetation are often
fragmented and exist amongst
cleared agricultural landscapes,
under pressure from weed
invasion, pest animals and other
disturbances.

Whilst fencing remnant
vegetation is a simple task,
it is important that a fenced
habitat area is actively managed
after it is fenced. Weeds need
to be controlled and some
vegetation even requires more
active management such as
controlled burning to encourage
regeneration or short bursts of
controlled grazing at specific
times of the year.

Increase habitat

One of the critical steps in

Once native vegetation has been

protecting and conserving

protected and threats are being

our endangered species is to

managed, the third step in the

manage the key threats to their

process is to increase the area

survival. For the Southern Brown

of habitat. Due to the fragmented

Bandicoot, foxes and cats have

and often isolated nature of many

had a significant impact upon

remnants, re-vegetation plays

the population. For the Helmeted

an important role in helping to

Honeyeater and Leadbeater’s

reconnect vegetation and create

Possum, a decline in the quality

more diverse and resilient habitat.

and extent of habitat has seen
numbers reduce significantly over

Increasing the extent and/or

the past 50 years.

quality of habitat can take
three forms:

Protect habitat

> managing the area surrounding

One of the simplest and most

remnant habitat so that it

cost effective ways of protecting

regenerates without planting.

habitat is to fence areas of native

> revegetation of habitat, such as

vegetation. Fencing can provide
a number of benefits including:
> creating a physical barrier to
exclude stock and restrict the

wildlife corridors or biolinks.
> supplementary or infill planting
amongst existing remnant
vegetation.

movement of pest animals such

Photo: City of Casey

as rabbits, foxes and deer.
> encouraging natural
regeneration by minimising
disturbance (especially grazing).
> assisting with stock
management on the property.

> Planning your revegetation/
habitat regeneration as part
of the surrounding landscape
will help lead to more effective
long-term outcomes. Choosing
the right plants grown from
locally sourced seed will
also increase the likelihood
of success.
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Recommended management action

Why is this important?

Control and prevent the spread
of environmental weeds

Many plants across the project area are environmental
weeds, which alter the ecology of native habitat and
out-compete native plants.

Weed control is most effective when carried out at
the right time of year and maintained over a long
period. Working together with your neighbours can
improve the outcome.

To effectively manage biodiversity, it is critical to understand
timing of weed control, correct use of chemicals and how to
integrate biodiversity into the overall management of your
property. These important tools will assist you to improve
farm productivity, biodiversity and amenity on your property.

Control and eradicate pest animals
(foxes, cats, deer, rabbits)

Pest animals prey on native animals, damage native
vegetation and spread weeds. A combination of techniques
is often most effective and is most successful when
neighbours collaborate.

Exclude stock by installing fencing around remnant
vegetation

Unrestricted stock access can result in over-grazed
palatable plants, trampled vegetation and spread of weed
seed, leading to a decline in habitat quality.

Re-introduce layers of local native vegetation

Vegetation within the project area is made up of tree, shrub
and ground layers. Each layer plays an important role in
maintaining a productive, healthy and diverse environment.
Where layers are missing due to disturbance, infill planting
can be carried out.
eg. Bandicoots need vegetation cover to survive.
Revegetation with local native plants up to two metres high,
close to environmental weeds, is required prior to weed
control or removal, so that alternative cover is provided
before weeds are controlled or removed.

Revegetate unproductive areas, such as steep
embankments, rocky areas, waterways and dams

These areas can add to the productivity of your property
when they are rehabilitated to create functional habitat,
helping to increase biodiversity, stabilize soils and improve
water quality

Protect remnant vegetation

Retaining mature trees, particularly those containing
hollows, provides important habitat and nesting for
a range of species, such as the Helmeted Honeyeater
and Leadbeater’s Possum; also retaining fallen logs, leaf
litter and debris provides shelter and nesting sites for
Southern Brown Bandicoots.
A Conservation Covenant can establish permanent
protection of remnant vegetation on your title.
For more information visit www.trustfornature.org.au

Create wildlife corridors using local native species

Wildlife corridors provide safe passage for animals moving
between larger blocks of vegetation and additional sites
for feeding and nesting. They enable wildlife to interbreed,
maintaining genetic diversity and resilience to disturbances
like fire, flood and disease.
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Casey target area
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What are the threats to habitat?
Right across the region, extensive clearing of the land has led to a loss of habitat,
worsened by the change of land use through urbanisation and agriculture.
The map identifies the project’s target areas for habitat protection and conservation
of the three threatened species.

Yellingbo target area

Cardinia target area
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The Habitat Protection and Conservation project is supported by the Port Phillip and Westernport Catchment
Management Authority, in partnership with the Yarra Ranges Council, Cardinia Council, City of Casey,
Department of Sustainability and Environment, Parks Victoria, Zoos Victoria and South-East Water,
through funding from the Australian Government’s Caring for our Country.

CONTACT PPWCMA
Email adam.shalekoff@ppwcma.vic.gov.au
Phone 03 8781 7962
www.ppwcma.vic.gov.au

