Valuing our
Volcanic Plains
Snapshot 2013/14
Valuing our Volcanic Plains
Valuing our Volcanic Plains is partnership
between the PPWCMA and the Cities of
Greater Geelong, Hume and Melton that aims
to increase the management and quality of
Natural Temperate Grassland and Grassy
Eucalypt Woodlands on private land to the
west of Melbourne.
The Victorian Volcanic Plains (VVP) stretch
across much of south western Victoria
from Melbourne to Portland, south to Colac
and north to Beaufort. This landscape is
characterised by open glasslands, grassy
woodlands, rocky outcrops and low peaks
from long extinct volcanoes. Whilst Natural
Temperate Grassland and Grassy Eucalypt
Woodlands were once extensive across the
VVP, less than 5 per cent of these original
communities remain. These communities
are now listed as critically endangered and
are protected under the federal Environment
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act
1999 (EPBC Act).

Funding
During 2013/14 the PPWCMA received
$222,000 from the Australian Government to
coordinate and implement this Project. A total of
$1,102,000 of Australian Government funds has
been secured for this Project for 2013 to 2018.

Fencing to protect grassy woodland area from stock

The Valuing our Volcanic Plains project
supports landholders to protect these critically
endangered communities by providing, oneon-one advice, training and grant funding, via a
competitive incentives program, for on-ground
works. Works eligible for funding include weed
control, pest animal control, fencing to exclude
stock from conservation areas and ecological
burns.

This property in Hume area received funding for weed and
rabbit control in Round One of the Incentives Program
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Achievements in 2013/14

Outlook for 2014/15

In 2013/14, the PPWCMA started this multi-stakeholder
project, with the aim of increasing the management
and quality of EPBC Act listed communities and
species. Work included employing a dedicated project
coordinator, initiating contracts with project partners,
identifying priority areas for on-ground works and
establishing the Competitive Incentives Program.

A number of community events will be delivered by
project partners over the coming years with the aim
of increasing the knowledge and understanding of
these critically endangered communities. A series of
workshop will also be held to promote ecological burns
as a management tool and to provide landholders with
practical advice from experts.

Round One of the Incentives Program received 29
Expressions of Interest, 28 were deemed eligible
and received a site inspection (including one-on-one
land management advice) and a written conservation
management plan for their property. Applications for of
the Incentives Program were assessed in late 2013/14.
Thirteen private landholders received a total of $80,993
in funding for works to protect and restore grasslands
and grassy woodlands on their property.
Project partners also delivered 2 community events
providing land management advice to 91 landholders.

Delivery of the on-ground works component of Round
One of the Incentives Program and the allocation
of Round Two incentives will be key milestones for
2014/15.

Wild flowers in grassland area

Grasslands on cropping property in the Little River area

This project was funded through the Australian Government’s National Landcare Programme
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