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Establishing the project
The three-year ‘Dandenong Ranges Wildlife Recovery, Weed Management and Fuel Reduction Program’ was launched in
2014/15 by the Federal Minister for the Environment, Hon Greg Hunt MP and Federal Member for La Trobe, Jason Wood MP.
The project aims to involve communities in local environmental work and improve the environmental health of the Dandenong
Ranges over a three year period. The Port Phillip & Westernport CMA is coordinating the implementation of the program.

Achievements in 2015/16
In 2015/16, the Dandenong Ranges program entered the second year of the three year program. During 2015/16, the
Port Phillip & Westernport CMA administered and supported 29 community-led projects that were awarded a Round
1 grant during 2014/15. Following on from the first round, Round 2 was implemented, allocating over $1 million to 33
environmental and fuel reduction projects. Some of these grants included:
•	$230,000 to StopPitt for the ‘Control of Sweet Pittosporum in the Dandenong Ranges’ project;
•	$69,213 to Trust for Nature in collaboration with the Wurundjeri Tribe Land & Compensation Cultural Heritage
Council for the Protecting Properties, Connecting People project; and
•	$102,040 to John’s Hill Landcare Group for five projects delivering community Weed Catchment Action Planning and
on-ground implementation.
The Dandenong Ranges project actively engaged and collaborated with the Wurundjeri Tribe Land & Compensation
Cultural Heritage Council on the development and initiation of a new Indigenous enterprise, offering guided cultural tours
in the Dandenong Ranges.
In addition, the Dandenong Ranges project administered and supported the Community Weed Alliance of the Dandenong’s
project to remove the highly invasive Wandering Trad from high priority waterways and cool temperate rainforests.
A range of information sessions, along with education and training events, were conducted to help build local knowledge
and skills in weed control, bushfire fuel reduction and environmental land management practice.
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Looking ahead
In the third year of the Dandenong Ranges project, there will be additional
education and training events to continue to build local knowledge and
capacity in local environmental action and bushfire fuel management.
The delivery of the Round 1 and 2 Community Grants will be finalised
and reported on, highlighting the impact that the community groups have
had on improving environmental health and reducing bushfire risk in the
Dandenong Ranges. In addition, the delivery of the Community Weed
Alliance of the Dandenong’s Wandering Trad project will be finalised and a
report on the progress and lessons learnt will be produced.
The Dandenong Ranges project will also seek to build on the success of
the Bullen Bullen tours launched in 2015/16, with the aim of supporting
a self-sustaining Indigenous business beyond the life of this program.

Case study – Bullen Bullen Bush Tours
Sherbrooke Forest is located in the heart of the Dandenong Ranges
and is a world-renowned tourist destination, with majestic Mountain Ash
forests, damp fern gullies and unique native animals. It is also of cultural
significance to local Indigenous communities.
The Wurundjeri Tribe Land & Compensation Cultural Heritage Council
successfully secured a grant of $150,000 through the program and have
been working in partnership with the Port Phillip & Westernport CMA,
Parks Victoria and Tourism Victoria to develop a robust business plan for
the operation of bush tours in the area.
The Bullen Bullen Bush Tours will enable visitors to the area to experience
Indigenous culture through performance, story-telling and a bush tour. The
tours will link the history of Indigenous culture in the landscape and traditional
environmental knowledge relating to food, the use of fire and fibres.
The Bullen Bullen Bush Tours will provide a great insight into Indigenous
culture and practices for visitors, but will also provide the Wurundjeri
community with employment and business opportunities in the tourism
industry, while supporting their ability to pass down their culture to the
younger generations.
The tours officially launched in May 2016 and are expected to engage
7,500 visitors every year.
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Case study –
Macclesfield Landcare
The Macclesfield Country Fire Authority was
awarded $15,000 through Round 1 of the
program for their ‘Fuel Reduction and Weed
Removal in Macclesfield’ project.
The project aimed to increase biodiversity while
reducing bushfire risk at a 53 hectare bush
property in Macclesfield. Activities including
burning, herbicide spraying and revegetation
were undertaken, as well as pre and post-burn
flora and fauna monitoring.
Vegetation will be monitored over time using photo
points, quadrats and transect lines, and wildlife
will be monitored using motion sensing cameras
and sand pads. This monitoring information will be
used to develop educational information to assist
other land managers to do the same.
The project is continuing into 2016/17 with
an additional $49,190 in funding secured
through Round 2 of the grants program to
remove over 70 pine trees from the property
and further educate the local community in
partnership with Macclesfield Landcare group
by conducting an annual weed treatment
workshop on this site, demonstrating best
practice weed management techniques to
further reduce the bushfire risk to Macclesfield.
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This project is supported by the PPWCMA, through funding from the Australian Government’s National Landcare Programme.

