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Achievements in 2015/16
A long term environmental vision
for the Maribyrnong Valley
Greening the Maribyrnong is a major
environmental project aiming to revitalise
some of the degraded escarpments of the
Maribyrnong Valley through control of weeds
and pest animals and revegetation with native
habitat. Its long-term ambition is to establish
a nature link stretching from the Macedon
Ranges to inner Melbourne.
Greening the Maribyrnong brings together
a number of organisations and community
groups, including the Department of
Environment, Land, Water and Planning,
Melbourne Water, City West Water, Western
Water, Parks Victoria, Brimbank City Council,
Hume City Council, Maribyrnong City Council,
Moonee Valley City Council, Conservation
Volunteers Australia, Lead West, Macedon
Ranges Shire Council, Melbourne Airport,
Friends of the Maribyrnong Valley, Friends of
the Organ Pipes National Park, Jacksons Creek
Eco Network, Upper Deep Creek Landcare
Network and the Wurundjeri Tribe Land and
Compensation and Cultural Heritage Council.
The Port Phillip & Westernport CMA coordinates
Greening the Maribyrnong on behalf of the
partner organisations. Two project coordinators
are employed to work collaboratively with
partner organisations, managing the project’s
finances and leading the delivery of on-ground
works, monitoring and reporting.
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During 2015/16, Greening the Maribyrnong delivered
extensive pest plant and animal control along six kilometres of
Emu Creek in partnership with Melbourne Water. The project
involved significant collaboration with the Wurundjeri Tribe
Land and Compensation and Cultural Heritage Council in
order to ensure that culture heritage sites were protected.
The relationship between Greening the Maribyrnong and the
Wurundjeri Tribe Land and Compensation and Cultural Heritage
Council continued to grow and strengthen during 2015/16.
This partnership ensures that Indigenous cultural heritage is
well considered in planning all on-ground works, and protected
when necessary, as the Maribyrnong Valley is known to include
sites, artefacts and landscapes that are culturally important.
2015/16 also saw the completion of work by an Australian
Government funded Green Army team. The team of nine
participants and one supervisor undertook work to control
pest plants, such as boxthorn and thistle, before moving on
to revegetation works. The team learnt about environmental
management practices and skills which will help them in their
future careers. The participants graduated at a presentation
held at the Organ Pipes National Park in October 2015
During 2015/16, the Port Phillip & Westernport CMA was
announced as a key delivery partner in the $5 million Greening
the West – 1 Million Trees project, which forms part of
the Australian Government’s 20 Million Trees programme.
This project aims to implement a large-scale revegetation
program to the west of Melbourne by 2017. The Port Phillip
& Westernport CMA will deliver more than 700,000 trees
in the region. A significant proportion of these trees will be
established in the Maribyrnong River system.
To prepare for these revegetation works, Greening the
Maribyrnong engaged with private landholders, businesses,
local councils, ‘Friends’ groups and Landcare groups to foster
their participation in the delivery of this project.

Looking ahead
Significant works, including the removal of pest plants and animals, have been completed at Emu Creek. The focus is
now moving to revegetation work in 2016/17, before entering an ongoing maintenance and monitoring phase.
Major on-ground work will also commence in 2016/17 as a part of the delivery of the Greening the West – 1 Million
Trees project. A key focus will be on enhancing and protecting green spaces within the Sunbury growth corridor.
Ongoing engagement and collaboration between partners involved in Greening the Maribyrnong will also
continue into 2016/17.

Case study - Partnerships to protect threatened species
Emu Creek has faced ongoing pressure over many years as a result of rabbits, pest
plants, agriculture and nearby quarry operations. Despite these pressures, the resilience
of this landscape has meant that the area still retained some environmental values and
has supported the EPBC-listed growling grass frog.
Greening the Maribyrnong is delivering a major landscape rehabilitation project in
partnership with Melbourne Water. Focusing on six kilometres of Emu Creek, works
have included the removal of rabbits and pest plants from the degraded landscape,
revegetation with native species, protecting and enhancing habitat for EPBC-listed
species, such as the growling grass frog, and undertaking a direct seeding trial in
conjunction with Melbourne University.
A major aspect of this project has been the strong collaboration with the Wurundjeri Tribe
Land and Compensation and Cultural Heritage Council. The project area is known for
containing important sites, artefacts and landscapes that are of cultural significance to the
Indigenous community. By working together, the project has been able to deliver on its
environmental goals, whilst also protecting and preserving important Indigenous heritage.
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Wurundjeri archaeologist and Melbourne
Water’s Adam Barber discussing cultural
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