Valuing our
Volcanic Plains
Snapshot 2015/16
Valuing Our Volcanic Plains is a five-year, $1.09 million
project coordinated by the Port Phillip & Westernport
CMA, funded through the Australian Government’s
National Landcare Programme. Targeting the Victorian
Volcanic Plains to the west of Melbourne, the project
combats invasive weeds and pest animals and
improves land management practices in order to help
threatened species such as the striped legless lizard
and the matted flax lily.
The Port Phillip & Westernport CMA employs a
project coordinator to manage the project, including a
competitive incentives program for delivery of works
on private land. There is strong collaboration between
the Hume City Council, City of Greater Geelong,
Melton City Council, Corangamite CMA, Glenelg
Hopkins CMA and the Department of Environment,
Land, Water & Planning in the delivery of the project.
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Achievements in 2015/16
2015/16 was the third of the project’s five years. In
2015/16, Valuing Our Volcanic Plains allocated $93,211
to 14 private landholders through the third round of
competitive incentives to deliver pest plant and animal
control under 4 year management agreements. In
addition, on-ground works were completed on private
properties that successfully received grants under
Round 2 of the Competitive Incentives Program.
Over 265 hectares of land was treated for priority
weeds, 144 hectares treated for rabbits (including
3.3km of rabbit-proof fencing) and one hectare
treated through ecological burning. These works are
making a significant contribution to the protection and
enhancement of EPBC-listed grasslands and grassy
woodlands on the Victorian Volcanic Plains.

Case study - Landholders working to
protect Victoria’s Volcanic Plains
Ian Taylor of Wildwood is one of 14 landholders
to recently be awarded funding through Round
3 of the Valuing Our Volcanic Plains private land
incentives program, which assists landholders
on high-priority properties to undertake weed
and pest animal control, stock management
fencing and ecological burning to improve
quality of endangered native grasslands and
grassy woodlands.
In fact, Mr. Taylor was awarded two grants,
as he has two eligible properties on which
he will undertake weed control, revegetation
and ecological burning. He has already
been working for many years to protect and
enhance native grasses on the two properties,
which have very high ecological values. A wide
diversity of native plant species can now be
found. Mr. Taylor believes that native grasses
can provide a more reliable year-round
food source for grazing stock and require
less fertiliser input than high-productivity
introduced grasses.

Rabbit-proof fence erected on private property under Round 2
of financial incentives round

Looking ahead
Incentives for private landholders and community
engagement activities to increase knowledge
and understanding of threatened communities
and species in the Victorian Volcanic Plains
will continue in 2016/17 and 2017/18 with the
funding allocated to this work from the Australian
Government’s National Landcare Programme.

One of Mr. Taylor’s properties in Wildwood, featuring
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