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Key management
considerations
• Learn how to identify your
important weed species
• Understand their lifecycle
and when they are best controlled
• Develop your own weed action
plan which outlines WHEN and
HOW you will treat different weeds
• Seek expert advice on which
herbicide to use
• Thoroughly read the label on
chemical products
• Don’t allow chemical spraying to
drift on to your neighbours’
property or damage non-target
species
• Sometimes hand hoeing is the
simple and chemical-free option

Reference
Department of Environment &
Primary Industries (2014). Invasive
Plant Classifications.

This project is supported by the Port
Phillip and Westernport Catchment
Management Authority through funding
from the Australian Government’s National
Landcare Programme.

For general information contact:
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Noxious weeds
GROUND.
Landholder responsibilities
Most regions of Victoria have long lists of
noxious weeds but many landholders are
not aware of their responsibilities and how
to prioritise the weeds they need to deal with.
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Managing Weeds onGROUND
Farms
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Blackberry management
GROUND
Although appearing a daunting task,
blackberry is relatively easy to overcome
with modern woody weed herbicides and
follow up work over a 2-3 year period.
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Gorse management

There are four categories of noxious weeds
under the Catchment and Land Protection
Act 1994. These are plants which can or do
cause environmental or economic harm or
pose a risk to human health (D.E.P.I 2014).

Gorse is a much tougher invasive perennial
weed, but left unchecked will completely
overrun a property leaving it valueless for
any agricultural activity.

• State Prohibited Weeds are in
the highest category and where found
and identified on any property it is the
state government’s responsibility to
eradicate them.

Getting started

• Regionally Prohibited Weeds vary
across different Catchment Management
Authority (CMA) regions and are weeds in
that region which aren’t widely distributed
but represent a threat. With reasonable
effort they can be eradicated and every
landholder including public authorities are
expected to take the necessary measures
with a goal to eradicating these weeds.
• Regionally Controlled Weeds are
usually widespread and whilst eradication
is now unlikely, landholders are expected
to implement control measures to prevent
their growth and further spread.
• Restricted Weeds pose a risk when
sold as a contaminant in hay or other plant
material and subsequently transported to
other areas.
Two of our most common Regionally
Controlled Weeds are blackberry and gorse.
These are weeds which too commonly we
see degrading the landscape and invading
neighbouring properties.

What can you do?
• Most local government offices will have
coloured brochures or booklets to help
identify local weed species to help get
started. Even if you don’t intend doing
the work yourself it is worth researching
the biology and lifecycle of the weed you
want to manage so you understand how it
grows and the optimum timing for different
methods of control. That way you will be
much better placed to have a meaningful
discussion with a contractor.
• Farm supply businesses selling
herbicides should be able to help with
plant identification (take in a sample in a
plastic bag), chemical product selection and
provide details of local contractors who can
help if the task is beyond your capacity.
• If you do intend to engage a contractor
make sure they hold the appropriate
Commercial Operator Licence issued
by the Department of Environment and
Primary Industries. Also be aware that
some of the herbicides for woody weed
control will require and Agricultural
Chemical Users Permit (ACUP) if you
intend to use them yourself, so check with
your supplier before you purchase and ask
for an alternative product if necessary.

Port Phillip and Westernport CMA
enquiries@ppwcma.vic.gov.au
http://www.ppwcma.vic.gov.au/
Disclaimer: Port Phillip & Westernport Catchment Management Authority (PPWCMA)
This publication may be of assistance to you but the PPWCMA and its employees do not guarantee that this publication is without flaw of any kind or is wholly
appropriate for your particular purposes and therefore disclaims all liability for any error, loss or other consequence which may arise from you relying on any
information in this publication.
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Sustainable management
COMMON
for healthy equineGROUND
properties
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Overgrazed pastures are
the biggest cause of soil
degradation, weed issues and
parasite burdens in horses.

COMMON
GROUND.
Environmental impacts
Broadleaf pasture weeds such as capeweed.
The environmental consequences of this
include:

COMMON
Many horse properties are
designed with small paddocks
GROUND
that contain mostly weeds

• reduced ground cover causing top
soil erosion;
• reduced water quality;

and bare, compacted soil.

The main reason for
paddocks in this condition
is due to over grazing and
no paddock resting/rotation
cycle in place.
The cycle is exacerbated
because this often means
animals rely on being
hand fed at set intervals
throughout the day and stand
around causing bare ground
and soil compaction, rather
than moving around and
grazing constantly as their
digestive systems require.

• increased reliance on chemical weed
control and fertiliser; and
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What can you do?
Don’t necessarily focus on eradicating one
type of weed – of course there are a few
regionally prohibited weeds to control (e.g.
Pattersons Curse, Ragwort etc.), however
long term it is more profitable to focus on
management to increase species diversity.
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• increased reliance on buying in feed
for animals.

Strategies to consider
Sufficient paddock rest: this equals
greater pasture diversity, ground cover and
soil conservation and health, better water
quality, fewer chemical inputs for weed
control and soil nutrition and feed yearround for your animals.
Increasing species diversity, ground
cover and feed on horse properties: this
keeps the pastures ahead of stock numbers.
Height of grazing: A general rule of
thumb is not to graze pastures below
5cm in height; once they are around this
height it is time to move them onto new
pasture (ideally between 6 -15cm height,
depending on the time of year).
Species diversity: this is the key to healthy
pastures. It applies to the soil micro
and macrofauna and also the number of
different grasses and herbs that make up
the pastures.

Land management focus
Soil health: allowing sufficient pasture
rest (at least 30 days stock exclusion)
and avoiding overgrazing (not allowing
grazing below 5cm height). If you can still
see manure lying in the paddock, it hasn’t
rested long enough.
Harrowing can help manure to break down
more quickly, although after harrowing,
paddocks will still need a minimum of
30 days before being suitable for grazing
again.
Weed control: Aiming for greater species
diversity within your pastures will reduce
the potential monoculture of weeds and
subsequently the amount of time and
money spent trying to then eradicate one
or two weed species.

